The autoantigenic response to rabbit cytochrome c.
In this report we describe the production and characterization of autoantibody responses to rabbit cytochrome c (cyt c) in rabbits immunized with either the native monomeric or polymerized form of rabbit cyt c. Fine-specificity analyses of the response indicated that the majority of the response was to the evolutionarily conserved amino-terminal region of the molecule. The relative affinity of the autoantibody interaction with rabbit cyt c was assessed by a solid-phase assay and was found to be lower than that observed for rabbit anti-horse cyt c antibody populations. These findings are consistent with the prediction that low-affinity self-reactive B cells may escape tolerance induction.